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				About the circular economy

									
						In a circular economy resources are never abandoned to become waste or pollution. Products are designed to be safe and easy to manage in cycles of production and reproduction. By minimising the use of new resources, the circular economy aims to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and environmental impact. This also creates the economic foundations for the nature regeneration that is urgently needed.

 

Image credit: Martin Hill & Philippa Jones. Kanuka Sphere. 

					

							

		


			
					
			
				
				
				
			
		
	

			

	




	


		

			

	
		
				
					
	
		
							
						
			
				
				
				
			
		
	

				

		

	

				

							
					
	
		
			
				Linear vs. Circular

Our economy can currently be described as predominantly linear. We take materials from the Earth, make them into products, and discard them as waste.

This disrupts the planet’s life support systems. It drives climate change, biodiversity loss, waste and pollution.

A circular economy offers an alternative. It’s powered by a transition to renewable energy and materials. A circular economy offers the opportunity to secure prosperity, employment and resilience while cutting greenhouse gas emissions, waste, and pollution.

The Ellen MacArthur Foundation is a global leader in the circular economy. It has developed three basic principles of a circular economy, each driven by design:

	Eliminate waste and pollution
	Circulate products and materials (at their highest value)
	Regenerate nature



		“Being a circular business is about improving mauri [life-giving essence] in every interaction we have. It’s about enhancing the land, water, and air, as well as the people we interact with. This allows us to build resilience, have a competitive advantage and align our personal values to 	 ‘what we do’.”

				Quote from interviewee. Going  Full Circle Six focus areas for shifting Aotearoa New Zealand to a low carbon circular economy. September 2021
	

			

		

	

				

		

	




	
		
				
						
			
				
				
				
			
		
	

				

			
				
											How can my business go circular?


						
							There are seven circular strategies, that underpin our Directory, and can help your business on their journey to go circular. We’ve organised them into a broad hierarchy, from ‘more’ to ‘less’ circular.
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						ARTICLE
											What is the circular economy?


						
							
by Andy Kenworthy

The Sustainable Business Network has just launched its Go Circular 2025 Programme. Andy Kenworthy explains how and why we must make a rapid shift to a circular economy.
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						Read our state of the nation report

											Six focus areas for Aotearoa New Zealand's transition to a circular economy
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				20 Mar 2024

				The right track beats the fast track every time
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				04 Mar 2024

				7 simple steps to a job with purpose (plus bonus tips)



			Read more
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				12 Feb 2024

				Downer Group helps spread the Ripple effect


				A partnership between a new social enterprise and a large construction and integrated services company is helping to provide kids’ clothing to Kiwi families in need. It’s also diverting unwanted textiles from landfill. 


			Read more
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				18 Oct 2023

				Café fix starts a new habit


				Repair Café Aotearoa New Zealand (RCANZ) is giving people the skills and initiative to repair their own belongings. 


			Read more
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				11 Sep 2023

				Pet food company uses Directory to fetch solution


				The Natural Pet Food Group says the Circular Economy Directory was the go-to place to find a solution for its surplus stock. 


			Read more
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					Circular Economy Directory
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						Subscribe to our newsletter to stay up to date with the latest sustainable business news and events in your region.
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					Contact Us

				
					
						
							Darby Building 
Office 3, Level 2
8 - 18 Darby Street
Auckland 1010
New Zealand

						

					


					
						
							PO Box 106983
Auckland 1143

						


							
									P. 09 826 0394
																	E. office@sustainable.org.nz
							

					

				


				© 2022 Sustainable Business Network
			

		

	



	
		
			This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best browsing experience. Learn more 


			Ok
		

	



    

    

    
    
    
    
